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T&E, the EU-level 
environmental NGO in transport

50 members in 24 
European countries



Structure

• EU CO2 law and its impacts

• Review of ‘modalities’

• Vans

• taxation



A long history …..



Progress to date

• Law proposed 2007, adopted 2008

• 2009 saw greatest progress to date: -5.1%

• Distance to 130 target 4-18%, avg. 11%



Sales average CO2 of 
14 biggest carmakers in 2009
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Where did progress in 2009 come from ?
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How carmakers respond to pressure



Distance to target in 2009



the EU should adopt footprint-
based CO2 standards
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Another oddity: ‘supercredits’

1 car < 50 g/km CO2 counts for more than 1

The more EVs, the more oil and CO2 ….



Standards vs real world

Fuel card data from 140,000 
cars investigated



Real-world fuel economy shortfall 
increases as CO2 decreases



consequence

• EU 95 g/km target law might not reduce 
CO2 by 40% (from 2007 levels) , but only 
by approx. 25%

• Increase in fuel economy shortfall wipes 
out almost half the intended effect



What happened to the 10 g/km?
(130-120)

• Biofuels ? At least 10 g/km HIGHER emissions

• Tyes: some 4-5 g/km max.

• Vans regulation: 3 g/km approx.

• MAC ?





Tyre standards and label

• Adopte 2009

• apply to tyres for 
cars, vans, trucks

• Multi-criteria

• Huge impact





Baseline: 203 g/km in 2007

• Proposal Feb 2007
– 175 g/km by 2012
– 160 g/km by 2015 

• Proposal Oct 2009
– 175 g/km by 2016 (-14%)
– 135 g/km by 2020 (-33%)

• Our position
– 160 g/km by 2015 
– 125 g/km by 2020
– Speed limiter 100 km/h



progress in best diesel versions of popular 
cars 2007-10

Passat BlueMotion
-28% CO2 in three years

Volvo V70 Drive  
-31% CO2 in three years



Progress has been made 
in boardroom and showroom ….

But unfortunately not in backroom



Taxation



number of EU countries with 
CO2 element in car tax system
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Fuel tax

• Critically important

• EU minimum levels €0.33/l for diesel, 
€0.359 for petrol 

• They have put in a floor and avoided 
excessive fuel tourism



Trends in real fuel taxes 1980-2010 for 
8 ‘old’ EU member States

0.00

0.20

0.40

0.60

0.80

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010

re
al

 fu
el

 ta
x,

 €
(2

01
0)

  p
er

 li
tr

e

diesel

petrol

weighted average



Fuel tax

• EU fuel taxation far from fuel neutral 

• diesel tax lower than petrol tax, should be 
higher



Petrol – diesel tax differentials
and shares of diesel cars in new sales
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To do list
• Finish van standards & speed limiter

• Correct some ‘modalities’ of the 2020 
target and set standards beyond 2020

• Revise test cycle and testing 
methodologies

• Extend standards to lorries, ships, aircraft

• Improve vehicle and fuel taxation


